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YOU ARE THAT MAN!

1 Samuel 12: 1-7 tells the story of how God
used Nathan to help David awaken to the
truth.

The Lord sent Nathan to David. He said,
“There were two men in a certain town,
one rich and the other poor. The rich man
had a very large number of sheep and
cattle, but the poor man had nothing
except one little ewe lamb he had bought.
He raised it, and it grew up with him and
his children. It shared his food, drank from
his cup and even slept in his arms. It was
like a daughter to him. Now a traveler
came to the rich man, but the rich man
refrained from taking one of his own sheep
or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler
who had come to him. Instead, he took the
ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man
and prepared it for the one who had come
to him.” 
David burned with anger against the man
and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord
lives, the man who did this must die! Then
Nathan said to David, “You are that man! 

OUCH! I’m sure it was a very painful
moment when David realized that story
was about him. Indeed, he was the man
who did the horrendous thing. Yet, this
brought him to be one of his turning
points; an awareness of his sin. 
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It makes me wonder, if God hadn’t sent
Nathan, how long would David have been
in denial about his actions or how long
would he have been hiding and carrying
chains of guilt and shame? It was only in
awakening to the truth that he was
positioned for forgiveness and freedom.

It is when we recognize and admit our sin
that we can present it to Jesus, with a
repentant heart, and receive His
forgiveness. If we hide it, the enemy wins.
If we deny it, the enemy rejoices. If we
rationalize it, we stay bound and tangled.
But… when our sin is brought into the
light and surrendered to Jesus, its power
is overcome by the power of His blood.

1 John 1:9s says, “If we confess our sin, God
is faithful and just, he will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Jesus didn’t take some sin, or most sin, He
took ALL our sin and nailed it to the cross.
In Jesus, Our Liberating King, we are free!

Pause today and ask the Holy Spirit to
bring any sin in your life into the light. Ask
Him to bring revelation and truth to the
deepest parts of your heart.

Pray: Father, thank you for the cross.
Thank you for the price you paid for my
sin. Forgive me and cleanse me from all
sin. I joyfully receive forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Amen!
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VICTORY OVER FAILURE

Failure is not something we want to talk
about; it’s uncomfortable. It’s not
something we want to experience;
however, it is part of life. Every family is
made up of people-and people mess up.
Humans fail. Yes, even good, amazing
people can make huge mistakes. Failure
doesn’t have to be fatal. It doesn’t need to
get the last word and become a
permanent stain on our life. Yes,
consequences for sin are very real and they
hurt; but healing, redemption, restoration,
and freedom are possible for even the
worst of sinners because of Jesus.

I shared a vision that someone who had
experienced divorce once shared with me.
They described themselves feeling like
they were a small little person trapped
inside a big box. They just couldn’t get out.
They said it feels like the box is covered in
chains so even if they felt strong enough to
climb up, they couldn’t escape.

That might resonate with those who have
experienced breakdowns in their homes
and family. They can result from personal
moral failure, divorce, abuse, abortion (or
any number of other situations)… and, if
you have ever experienced this type of
thing and felt the pain of significant
consequences, you know how hard it can
be to truly believe you can be free from the
‘stain’ of that type of situation. I want you
to consider David…
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David was a great man, a great friend, a
great worshiper, a man of great faith… yet,
he fell into sin. The consequences were
significant and painful, but when David
realized the truth about his sin and
turned to God forgiveness, we see that his
failure was not the end of his story. David’s
legacy remains as one of Israel’s greatest
kings and a man after God’s own heart.
Yes, his story includes moral failure and
heartache, but that doesn’t define him,
and it doesn’t have to define you either.
His failures didn’t mean he wasn’t a great
man-he was. Just like your mess ups and
mistakes aren’t the sum total of who you
are. God made you with a plan and a
purpose and when you turn to him you
can rejoice as David did:
“He forgives ALL my sins! He redeems me
from death and crowns me with love and
tender mercies. He fills my life with good
things!” (Psalm 103)

David specifically asked God to blot out
the stain of his sin. Cry out the same way
and rejoice in the truth that Jesus’s blood
removes the stain. Period. Full stop. It’s
gone when you give it to Him. He never
remembers it again, why should you?

I know some people might not want you
to experience victory after failures, but
don’t give them that power. Jesus set you
free. Walk in that freedom today and
everyday!
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Let me pray for you: Heavenly Father, I pray
for my friend who is reading this right now,
who is trying to get out of the ‘failure’ box
and stay out. They are trying to walk in
victory and freedom after messing up and
it is not easy. God, set them completely
free… free from the deceiver, the accuser,
free from people who want to hold them
in the past. Remind them of the truth that
you have good things planned for them
and for their future. Help them believe that
you make them new and have good things
in store, even beyond what they can
imagine!
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VOICE OF TRUTH

"For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms." Ephesians 6:12.

Like it or not, we are in a spiritual battle.
One of the keys to our success lies in our
ability to discern between the voices of the
enemy and the Voice of Truth. When we
mess up and get off track, the enemy will
swoop in with lies and deception. They
sound like this:

You deserved it.

It wasn't your fault.

No one will ever know.

There's nothing wrong with what you did.

When he loses that battle and you realize
that what you did was wrong, that it was
sin, then a new voice begins to speak. The
voice of the accuser heaps on guilt and
shame, it sounds like this:

You blew it.

You deserve misery.

You wrecked your family.

What you did was unthinkable, unforgiveable.
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But the Voice of Truth tells a different
story. That voice says:

I love you.

I forgive you.

I died for you.

I am with you and my Spirit is in you.

I created you for a purpose and with a destiny.

I have plans for your future to prosper you, to
give you hope.

Jesus said, “I am the TRUTH”.  Choose
today… which voice will you listen to?

Journal Option: Take your journal out and
write down some of the thoughts you’ve
been struggling with lately. Hold them in
the light. Are they truth? Continue to
write your thoughts down, it can help you
see more clearly if your thoughts are
coming from the Voice of Truth or from
the liar. When they come from the liar,
remember that you have the power to
take them captive and make them submit
to Truth. 

As you pray and spend time with Jesus
consider spending a few minutes to listen
to Casting Crowns, Voice of Truth: 
https://youtu.be/9cKm_mYVPQE
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SPACE TO GROW

John Mark was right in the thick of things
in the early days of the church. It was his
family home where the believers gathered
when Peter was in prison (Acts 12). He was
also the man chosen to join Barnabas and
Paul on their first missionary journey, but
when the going got tough, John Mark had
enough. He abandoned his team in such a
way that some time later when Barnabas
suggested to Paul to have John Mark join
them again, Paul said no way!

Acts 15: 37-40 reads, “Barnabas wanted to
take John, also called Mark, with them, but
Paul did not think it wise to take him,
because he had deserted them in
Pamphylia and had not continued with
them in the work. They had such a sharp
disagreement that they parted company.
Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus,
but Paul chose Silas and left.”

What is super cool about this story is that
despite all the failure and fighting, the
relationship between John Mark and Paul
was later restored. His failure wasn’t the
end of his ministry story! In Colossians, we
read that later, when Paul was awaiting
trial, John Mark was with him and being a
great comfort for him. He proudly refers to
him, one more time, as his co-worker! 
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The truth is, people can drop the ball, bail
on their team when they are needed
most, and cause all kinds of chaos, pain
and heartache. Their failure doesn’t mean
they have no future. Sometimes the issue
is just that they needed time to mature!
The bumps we face along the way help us
to learn and grow. Perhaps John Mark just
needed time to become the ministry
leader that God destined him to be. 

Maybe you’ve run into problems while
trying to do ministry in the church. Don’t
let the struggles keep you from trying
again. Maybe you needed time and space
to grow. Maybe someone else did!! God
wants to use you today if you are willing
and courageous enough to allow Him. 

PRAY: God, grant me a willing heart to
serve you, even though doing so has
sometimes proven to be hard and hurtful.
Help me to forgive those who have let me
down in the past. Fill all my relationships
with your love and grace. Amen.

Ponder: Do you find it especially difficult
when people clash at church or while
serving Jesus? Why do you think that is
more challenging than when it happens
in other areas of life?
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ALL THINGS NEW!

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “This means that
anyone who belongs to Christ has become
a new person. The old life is gone; a new
life has begun!”

How amazing is that. Read it again.

That sounds like a clean slate to me!
Yippee!! Whatever is in the past, is in the
past. God is our present and our future. In
Christ our sins are washed away. We are
made new. Does that mean that the
consequences of sin are gone? Sadly, no.
We are left to deal with the impacts of our
choices but, the good news is that we are
forgiven, given a new start… we are made
new!

In our finite minds we can’t totally grasp
the power of God to forgive and restore.
When I was in the restoration business, I
would frequently run into people who felt
the damage to their physical property was
unfixable, un-restorable. They weren’t
restoration professionals. They didn’t
understand what was possible. When we
mess up in our lives we can only look from
our limited perspective and understanding
and say, 'Wow, that mess can never be
cleaned up!' BUT GOD, GOD is able to
restore in ways we cannot imagine.
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God's thoughts are beyond ours.  His ways.
"are far beyond anything you could
imagine. For just as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so my ways are
higher than your ways and my thoughts
higher than your thoughts." (Isaiah 55:8-9)

Jesus said, “What is impossible for people,
is possible with God.”

It is easy to get stuck in the pit of failure
and sin and, while in that hole, imagine
that nothing great will ever come in your
future, but Jesus says differently. 

Let’s give Jesus the final word and wrap
this week with these words of hope from
Revelation 21:
John said, “Then I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the old heaven and the old
earth had disappeared. And the sea was also
gone. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. I heard a loud shout from the
throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now
among his people! He will live with them, and
they will be his people. God himself will be
with them. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and
there will be no more death or sorrow or
crying or pain. All these things are gone
forever.” And the one sitting on the throne
said, “Look, I am making everything new!”
AMEN!
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