
FAMILY

As we begin this new series, take a look at
these lyrics from “The Blessing” by Kari
Jobe:

MAY HIS FAVOR BE UPON YOU AND A THOUSAND
GENERATIONS, AND YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR
CHILDREN, AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR
CHILDREN. MAY HIS PRESENCE GO BEFORE YOU,
AND BEHIND YOU, AND BESIDE YOU, ALL AROUND
YOU, AND WITHIN YOU. HE IS WITH YOU; HE IS
WITH YOU. IN THE MORNING, IN THE EVENING, IN
YOUR COMING, AND YOUR GOING, IN YOUR
WEEPING, AND REJOICING, HE IS FOR YOU, HE IS
FOR YOU.

MY PRAYER: In the name of Jesus Christ,
the name above all names, I pray these
beautiful words of blessing over the one
reading this today, them and their family.
Father, breathe new hope, strength, life,
and healing into their family in this season.
I pray that you would work miracles in
their family this season and new dreams in
their heart for their family. Help them
grasp this truth from your word that says,
“Nothing will be impossible with God.”
(Luke 1:37) I pray they would believe and
receive fresh blessing today!

ULTIMATE CONSEQUENCESDEVOTIONALS

I know all our families look different—
traditional, divorced, blended, single, and
widowed.  Some have parents still living,
some not. Some families are raising up
the next generation, other families have
decided not to have children but are still
investing in the next generation. Some
have siblings, some don’t. Some families
live close, others live with miles between.

The words that describe your family aren’t
important, but the truth is important. The
truth is God loves you, He is for you and
HE IS FOR YOUR FAMILY!

Just for fun, go ahead and sing along to
"The Blessing" and echo those 'Amens' at
the top of your lungs 😊  Let prayer and
praises rise from your heart. Release any
doubt you may have about what God can
do in your family this season.

Song link: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Zp6aygmvzM4
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FAMILY

NO PERFECT FAMILY! 

A quick scroll on Facebook or Instagram
might leave you tempted to think… THAT is
the ‘perfect family’. They are all so happy,
so close, and so loving toward each other—I
wish MY family was like that!  But that is
just a picture.  It doesn’t show the deep
resentment between two siblings because
of favoritism shown by mom or dad.  It
doesn’t show the hurtful words that
wounded mom’s heart.  It doesn’t show
the stress and depression dad is battling. 
 It doesn’t show the struggle that John is
having in school. It doesn’t show Jane’s
eating disorder.  It shows a smiling family
as it captures a brief moment in time. All
the ‘stuff’ of life isn’t captured in a family
photo. 

It is kind of interesting that looking
through the Bible we can find loads of
wisdom and direction for families, but not
even one example of a ‘perfect family’ to
model. Why is that? Simply… no family is
perfect!

How have you felt like you and your family
don’t measure up? Have you played the
comparison game? How has comparison
to others brought discouragement to your
heart? Or maybe the other way, how has it
let pride slip in?
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Pray: Lord give me eyes to see the good
and the gifting in my family. Help me see
past some of the struggles and failures.
Open my heart to believe you have good
plans for our future. Help me never to
compare my family to others and give a
foothold to discouragement, shame, or
pride. Thank you for the gift of my family.

Think of just one positive thing about your
family. That isn’t prideful, it’s expressing
gratitude! Let’s celebrate that even
though everything isn’t ‘picture perfect’,
there is so much good. Finish this
sentence…

One thing I love about my family is how
we _______________.
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NO UNREDEEMABLE FAMILY

Remember the story of Nehemiah? God’s
family (Israel) was a total mess! Families
broken and  separated, The city and
temple destroyed. As some brothers began
to return from Jerusalem, Nehemiah
checked in to see how things were going. 
 and was moved to tears by the response.
He wept, fasted and prayed: (Neh 4:1-11)

“O Lord, God of heaven, the great and
awesome God who keeps his covenant of
unfailing love with those who love him and
obey his commands, listen to my prayer! Look
down and see me praying night and day for
your people Israel. I confess that we have
sinned against you. Yes, even my own family
and I have sinned! We have sinned terribly by
not obeying the commands, decrees, and
regulations that you gave us through your
servant Moses. “Please remember what you
told your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful to
me, I will scatter you among the nations. But if
you return to me and obey my commands and
live by them, then even if you are exiled to the
ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the
place I have chosen for my name to be
honored.’ “The people you rescued by your
great power and strong hand are your
servants. O Lord, please hear my prayer!”

The brokenness in God’s family situation
drove Nehemiah to his knees. He mourned.
He fasted. He cried out to God in prayer for
days. 
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Interesting, a key part of this prayer was
recognizing and repenting of where the
family had gone wrong. Then, appealing
to God’s faithfulness to restore and
redeem. God answered!

The same opportunity is available for you
today! Friends, I believe God is calling us
to a season of deep prayer and
repentance. Pray specifically for God’s
redeeming and restoring power to be
made known. Pray for a spirit of
repentance and a great turning back to
loving God with whole hearts.

Pray! Pray! Pray! And don’t believe the liar
who tempts you to think, 'There is no
hope for healing in my family... We are too
broken... Our kids are never going to find
their way... It is too late for our marriage... I
am never going to find a spouse.' He’s
wrong! He’s a deceiver! Our God is mighty
to save and strong to deliver. He will make
all the things of life work together for
good in your future, no matter how dark
and difficult your current situation. 
Trust Him in this!

Romans 8:28 declares, “And we know that
God causes everything to work together
for the good of those who love God and
are called according to His purpose for
them.”
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TARGET PRACTICE

What do you think of when you hear the
word consequences? It has a negative ring,
doesn’t it? A consequence isn’t good or
bad, it is simply the result of actions. It’s a
conclusion. It is an outcome of things that
were said or done. The opening message in
“Family Strong” implores us to think about
what we want the ultimate consequence
to be for our parenting, for our family, even
for our lives!

Proverbs 13:16 says, “A wise man thinks
ahead”. Essentially, it is saying that a wise
person thinks about the consequences
before acting. A highly effective person
begins with the end in mind. They have a
vision of where they want to end up.

Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no
vision, the people perish.” Without vision
and direction, people flop around
aimlessly (my words!). To raise strong
Christian families, we need to be
intentional. As parents, we need to cast
vision for our families based on what we
value for our children’s future.

Consider, what are you aiming for?

As Lewis Carrol said, “If you don’t know
where you’re going, any road will take you
there.”
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Ponder:
Do you think it is wise to just do your best
day by day and hope for good things? Is
that enough? Does it align with the
wisdom of scripture?

What is it that you desire most for your
children? What do you desire for your
grandchildren? The next generation that
you are investing in? Your marriage? Your
life?

Pray: God, spark fresh new vision into my
heart today for my family and my life.
Help me to see what is most important.
Help me to act wisely that I might see
your will accomplished in my life and my
family. Help shape the ultimate outcome
of my parenting or grandparenting,
marriage, life… etc

WEEK ONE 



FAMILY

GOD ALONE. GOD FIRST.

Moses led God’s family to freedom from
slavery and God provided the structure for
how they would do family…AKA “The Ten
Commandments”. Moses then said what
the ultimate consequence would be if they
followed the family rules and loved God
first, with all their being. 

We read these “consequence statements”
in Deuteronomy 6. He said to love God
wholeheartedly, serve, and obey him “SO
THAT you’ll live in deep reverence before
God lifelong” and “SO THAT you’ll have a
good life, a life of abundance and bounty,
just as God promised.”

The outcome was, in simple terms,
relationship with God and blessing. That
seems like a pretty decent vision and
consequence for living!

Parents, consider what it would mean if
you made your highest aim in raising your
children that they end up in relationship
with Jesus and living in obedience to Him
(such that they experience His blessings)?
How would that impact your life? What
changes are needed? How would it change
what you say yes and no to?

For those other than parents, similarly…
what would it mean to your family unit,
whatever it looks like, if your vision was
ultimately a life of relationship with God
and life under His hand of blessing?
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If that is truly the ‘ultimate outcome’ you
desire, the same principles that applied
for God’s family then, apply to your family
now….

God alone. God first. That is the path
toward the ultimate consequence of
relationship and blessing. How you do
that in practical terms is what we’ll
unpack in the coming weeks.

Ponder: What are some outcomes you
desire for your family...relationship with
Jesus, blessings of God, and what else?
What is important to you? What kind of
vision is God giving you for your family’s
future - whatever your family looks like?

Prayer for Families: Holy Spirit, give us a
revelation of Jesus and spark our hearts to
desire relationship with Christ above all.
Lord we pray for spiritual and emotional
blessings.  Release hurt, feelings of failure,
shame and unforgiveness in our families.
Give us wisdom as we lead and love our
families. Bless our families financially as
we give back to you. Bless us with health
and strength. I pray blessings for my
family. I speak the name of Jesus over my
family. Amen!
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