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ADOPTED!

Galatians 4:4-7 says, “But when the right
time came, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, subject to the law. God sent him
to buy freedom for us who were slaves to
the law, so that he could adopt us as his
very own children. And because we are his
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, prompting us to call out,
“Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a
slave but God’s own child. And since you
are his child, God has made you his heir.”

Adoption is the metaphor used to help us
understand how we become children of
God. By an act of God’s sovereign power,
He takes a sinner and grants them legal
position as an adult child in the family of
God! He does this for those who are
completely unworthy because of His
amazing grace. And this adoption isn’t
cheap or easy—it cost Him the blood of His
sinless Son on a cruel cross. The benefits of
this adoption process for the child of God
are outstanding: freedom from sin, the
Spirit born in their heart and the
unbelievable privilege of calling the King
of Kings, “Dad”! They receive an all-access
pass to the inheritance of the Father,
becoming joint heirs with the Son, Jesus
Christ. The blessings of this adoption are
far, FAR beyond comprehension.
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Maybe you feel the world constantly beats
you down, tries to make you think you are 
only as valuable as what you do, and
whispers… ’You aren’t enough’. Sister,
brother… it’s simply not true! Your identity
is not based on what you do or what
anyone thinks of you…YOU ARE A CHILD
OF GOD! He is your Father, Christ is your
elder brother, you are part of a massive
family of brothers and sisters—you are not
alone on this journey. Your adoption gives
you identity, security, authority, assurance,
intimacy and inheritance.

Praise God, you are a child of the King!!

Ponder: How does this truth makes you
feel? Do you embrace it or sometimes
doubt it? Why?

PRAY: Father, thank you for loving me,
forgiving my sin and adopting me as your
own child. Thank you for the many
blessings I have through Christ Jesus my
Lord. Make me a blessing within your
family today!
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MAY THEY BE ONE

In John, Chapter 17, you get a glimpse into
the things on the heart of Jesus in His final
days on earth. You get the incredible
privilege of listening in on a private prayer
time He had with His Father. Imagine it, as
you listen in, that He is praying for you!
He prayed for your protection. He prayed
that you would be ‘one’ with the family of
believers, but not just ‘one’… ONE as
comparable to how He and the Father
were one. That was truly ‘next level’ unity
that He was praying for!

He prayed, “Father, you are in me, and I am
in you.” Then he prayed, “I in them and you
in me—so that they may be brought to
complete unity.”

Think about what Jesus was praying!
Complete unity?? One might wonder if this
was even a reasonable prayer request. Do
you think Jesus believed that complete
unity was an actual possibility for us?

Jesus was clear that we are to love one
another. He even said, “As I have loved you,
so you must love one another.” He not only
commanded it, but He set the bar on what
it was to look like. Then He prayed to His
Father for us to attain it. How does that
make you feel?
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The New Testament is full of ‘one another’
commands. Love one another, forgive one
another, encourage one another, be
compassionate to one another…. Over 100
times “one another” comes up! So, do you
think is it possible to just love Jesus and
be ‘saved’ and not enter into loving unity
and community with your brothers and
sisters in Christ?

Ponder the implications of Jesus’
command and His prayer.

Jesus said He wasn’t ashamed to call us
His brothers and sisters (Hebrews 2:12). Let
me leave you with a tough question to
ponder… “Would Jesus be honored by how
I love His family?”

PRAY: Father, I desire to obey your
command to love the family of God. Help
me to walk in right relationship with my
brothers and sisters in Christ. May your
Holy Spirit give me the power and
strength to obey all the ‘one another’
commands. May the fullness of your love
fill my heart so that I can walk in a level of
unity that truly honors you. 
AMEN
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THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY

Have you ever looked at a stranger and
immediately knew what family they were
from? Basic genetics—the shape of the
face, the body, the nose, the eyes… we can
see little traits that point back to the
family of origin.

1 John 3:10 says, “We can tell who are
children of God and who are children of
the devil. Anyone who does not live
righteously and does not love other
believers does not belong to God.”

John 13:35  says, “By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

Our family connection is recognized not by
our eyes, nose, or shape, but by our
behavior and our love. Without the
evidence of love for each other, we don’t
belong to the family of God.

John went on to explain: “If we love our
brothers and sisters who are believers, it
proves that we have passed from death to
life. But a person who has no love is still
dead.”

Love for other believers is the marker, the
trait, the identifier that proves we are
adopted and born again—members of
God’s family—the church!
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When Jesus prayed for unity, and
commanded us to love each other, it was
for a very important reason… it would be a
testimony that would convince the world
the gospel is truth. We’ve tried to nag
people to accept Jesus. We’ve tried to
dazzle people with the best teachers, use
the most outstanding bands. We’ve tried
every way under the sun, but Jesus said
that the testimony from how our family
loves each other, our unity—that would be
the clincher. That is something so God-
powered and impossible, outside the
Spirit of God, that it cannot be denied.

That was what we witnessed in the early
church. Read the first few chapters in Acts
and you see a family of believers that were
united, loving and caring for each other…
and you see people coming to believe the
good news every day!

The church was born, but not the church
as we know it today. Not a building. Not a
set of programs. A FAMILY was born. A
loving, caring family. Family dominates
the self-understanding of the early
church.

Ponder: Do you consider the people in
your local faith community as family?
How would seeing the church as family
change your thoughts and ways?
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THE BODY OF CHRIST

This #FamilyStrong Series is about
building strong Christian families. In
addition to our individual family units, we
want to build a strong church family. The
analogy of the body really helps us
understand how that happens. Each
person in our church family is an
important part and, without them, the
church family (the body) just doesn’t
function at its best. Everyone has a role to
play, everyone is needed. Just like a human
body, every part affects the other. We
should be walking in such unity and
oneness that when one part hurts it
impacts us all. “That’s not my problem”
isn’t something a believer should ever say
about another believer’s situation because
we are one. What impacts one, impacts all.

Let God’s word from 1 Corinthians 12 speak
to you today. Ask Holy Spirit to help these
words come alive and speak into your
position in the body. Ask him to help you
grow and fully embrace your part; 

Just as a body, though one, has many
parts, but all its many parts form one body,
so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized
by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink. Even so the body is not made up of
one part but of many.
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Now if the foot should say, “Because I am
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason stop being part
of the body. And if the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong
to the body,” it would not for that reason
stop being part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense
of hearing be? If the whole body were an
ear, where would the sense of smell be?
But in fact God has placed the parts in the
body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. If they were all one
part, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many parts, but one body.
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t
need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “I don’t need you!” God has put the
body together… so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with
it; if one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and each
one of you is a part of it. 

Ponder: What stands out to you most as
you read this?
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LIVING STONES

When Solomon finishing praying a prayer
of dedication for the temple of God, the
scriptures tell us that fire came down from
heaven! Imagine it! The priests couldn’t
enter because fire and the glory of the Lord
filled the whole place.

When the believers in Acts were in one
accord, the Spirit fell, like tongues of fire!

When the early church gathered, broke
bread, prayed, loved and cared for each
other, the gospel spread like wild fire; the
glory fell and many were saved every day.

Now let’s bring this home...

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 says, “Don’t you realize
that all of you together are the temple of
God and that the Spirit of God lives in
you?... For God’s temple is holy, and you are
that temple.”

You are part of the church family, the
temple of God where his Spirit dwells. You
are a living stone. 1 Peter 2:5 says, “You are
living stones that God is building into his
spiritual temple.”
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Here is my prayer for you:
I pray that your family unit experiences
the fire and glory of God in real and
tangible ways as you build your lives
around Him.
As part of our church family, I pray that
each of you would be that living stone,
coming together, not forsaking the
gathering, but loving each other, being
united—that together we might witness
the fire and the glory of the Lord. 
Oh God, let it rain down on us! Build your
church Lord. Let your glory fall as on that
ancient day. Fill the temple of my life, fill
my family, fill each family, fill our church
family… Be glorified! Be magnified!
Father God, may the world witness our
love and unity that that awakens the lost
to the gospel of Jesus Christ. May they
believe that, yes indeed, Jesus was sent as
God’s own son to redeem a sinful world,
to adopt sons and daughters into His
family, to make them new and give them
an inheritance of eternal life in glory.
I pray for every broken family, that they
will experience the healing, redeeming,
and restoring power of Almighty God.
Through the power of your blood, by the
wonder of your love, in the name of your
Son, may we be #FamilyStrong!
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