
DEVOTIONALS

In our final week we looked at undivided
hands that surrender all. The powerful
example of surrender witnessed in the
open and empty hands of the widow who
offered her all to the Lord compels each of
us to pause and marvel. I find it inspiring
that the disciples were taught a lesson by
the example of a woman who was, in her
time, at the ‘bottom-of-the-barrel’ in her
society. In her culture to be poor was a
huge disadvantage, to be a woman was
even more so, and then to be widowed…
she was 3X a loser by the world’s standards
in her day. Yet, it was her example that I
believe encouraged our Savior in the
hardest week of His life. With a broken
religious system, a coming disaster in the
temple, and the cross only days away, here
Jesus stops and witnesses an extraordinary
display of full surrender. I honestly think it
was a gift to Him in this particular week of
His life on earth. God choose her and her
hands were open and surrendered and it
was this poor widow who was powerfully
used by God.

Do you ever feel you just aren’t enough to
make a difference? Do you ever buy into
the lie that you don’t have enough to give,
you aren’t smart enough to help, you aren’t
______ enough to ______? (You fill in the
blank). My friends, it is time to crush those
lies that diminish your value and hold you
back.
 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:10 God made you to do
amazing works, no matter who you are!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

I don’t think the widow even knew how
much her example would mean to Jesus
or how it would be talked about by
millions of people for thousands of years.
She just took the little she had and
offered it with open hands. Would you be
brave enough to do that too? Just where
you are, with what you have, offer it with
hands surrendered to the Lord and let
him use you to make a difference.
Imagine the possibilities!

Why do you think it is easier or more
common for people to just think “I’m not
enough” than to believe God can any use
any willing and surrendered hand? How
can we help people embrace the truth
that they were created for good works?
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The widow’s offering story begins, “Jesus
sat down opposite the place where the
offerings were put and watched the crowd
putting their money into the temple
treasury.” Mark 12:41.

As I noted in the sermon, Jesus was people
watching. He was sitting down in the
temple court just watching and listening
to the offerings being deposited in the 13
brass treasure chests. Lots of banging and
clanging from the many coins given from
the rich folks. Jesus was taking it all in.
Observing.

The idea of Jesus watching you, following
you around, seeing your every move, and
noting all your actions might make you a
tad uncomfortable, eh?! Yet, every one of
us has a longing in our heart to be known.
We want to be seen and to be understood
in the context of the circumstance’s life
dealt us. We need someone to see we are
trying. We need someone to know what
was done wrong to us and defend us. We
need someone to validate our losses. For
sure, it is awkward to think of our every
action being evaluated by Jesus but take
comfort today knowing that you are seen,
you are known, and deeply,
unconditionally loved!

Friends, even your tears and the hairs on
your head are counted!

Psalm 56:8 says, “You have taken account
of my wanderings; Put my tears in Your
bottle. Are they not recorded in Your
book?” WOW!

Luke 12:7 says, “Indeed the very hairs of
your head are all numbered.” AMAZING!

How marvelous to think that every time
you cry God sees, knows, and records it.
Life can be tough. Things can happen that
are unfair and hurt deeply. People can
betray your trust and almost break you.
BUT…God knows. He sees. He cares. He
loves you. He is for you. Maybe a lot has
been stacking up against you and you feel
invisible under the weight of it all. Listen
to this amazing song today and be
reminded HE IS FOR YOU!

https://youtu.be/IQ6Av0JM6tY
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Mark 12:42-43 says, “A poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins,
worth only a few cents. Calling His
disciples to him, Jesus said, Truly I tell you,
this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others.”

Remarkable! This widow put in the
smallest offering of the least valuable coins
in the currency and Jesus called His
disciples together to say that truly she put
more in than anyone else! It seems like a
real miscalculation on the part of Jesus,
but we know the issue wasn’t about the
value of her coins. No! It was about what
the offering cost her. It was about what
was left after she gave her offering.
NOTHING. She was ‘all in’. That made the
value of her offering the greatest! 

Let’s think about our hands today and
what they like to hold onto. There are
probably some things that we could each
identify that it would be hard to let go and
surrender to Jesus. What would be a real
challenge for you to truly ‘surrender all’
and hold nothing back? If you can identify
something, take some time to consider
why! What do you feel that holding on and
grasping tighter would be a better future
than surrendering it to the Lord? Is it that
He will take something you want? Is it that
He isn’t able to handle the situation? Is it
that you don’t trust Him? 

Maybe there is a lie that is keeping you
holding, grasping, and clutching to
something that it is time to surrender.
Listen to Holy Spirit as He speaks to you
about this. Let Him expose truth and help
you find freedom.

John 8:31-32 says, “Jesus said, “If you hold
to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”

Truth can bring freedom today. Let the
Spirit of truth guide you! It’s time to let go
and experience freedom. 
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When German troops invaded Poland in
1939 a fifteen year old girl named Gerda
Weismann and her family managed to
hide and survive for three years, until 1942.
Then she was taken to a Nazi
concentration camp where she would be
for three years until she was liberated by
the American’s—one of only a few survivors.
She tells a story entitled “One Raspberry”
about a friend of hers in the camp who
found a raspberry one day. She held it all
day and then, that night, she presented it
to Gerta on a leaf. Gerta wrote, “Imagine a
world where your entire possession is a
raspberry and you give it to your friend.”

What a challenging story of generosity. Our
world today is filled with hands that are
reaching for more, bigger, better, shiner,
and faster. In a time when it’s pretty easy
to look around and find selfish behaviors it
is striking to hear a story of incredible
generosity and selflessness.

Think about it for a second. ALL you have
to your name is a raspberry. You have likely
not eaten anything decent for years and
now hold one little sweet raspberry in your
hand. What is inside you to make you think
of blessing someone else first instead of
tasting the wonderful flavor of a little fresh
berry on your tongue? WOW!

It can be a struggle for us to think of
others ahead of ourselves. David must
have experienced this as he prayed in
Psalm 119:36, “Turn my heart toward your
statutes and not toward selfish gain.”
Sometimes we need to pray and ask God
to help us to turn from our selfishness.

Hebrews 13:16 says, “And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is pleased.” God is
pleased when we share and do kind
things for each other. That is what it
means to be His!

God is calling us to be more generous to
others. Let’s find someone this week to
bless by an act of generosity and caring
that honors the God who loves us!

In addition, let us thank him today for the
many, many, blessings he’s poured out for
us! 
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In Mark 12 Jesus ended the widow’s
offering story by saying, “They all gave out
of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty,
put in everything—all she had to live on.”
The word in the original for the phrase, all
she had to live on, was ‘bios’ which is
literally translated “all that sustained her
life.” Her offering was all that sustained her
life. It truly wasn’t about the coins, it was
an offering of open hands, a life totally
surrendered. She put her trust in God
alone to sustain her at that point in her life.
Perhaps knowing she was going to die,
maybe without much time left…we don’t
know…but we know her offering was an
expression from her hand, that followed a
reality in her heart. Our hands follow our
heart. She gave her heart fully to God
saying, “I love you, I trust you, I live for you.
You are greater than money and God you
will provide for me.” Then… her hands
followed. She opened up and gave her all.

When we can come to the place in our
heart and soul where we say yes to all of
God, God will help us to let go of
everything in full surrender. That’s what
the ‘Undivided Series’ was all about. A
heart that trusts God alone, a focus on God
first, and a life that is fully surrendered.
Undivided.

Picture yourself for a moment in full
surrender to God. You are emptied out and
the Holy Spirit comes in and fills you
because every part is empty so He can now
fill every part with His perfect love.

WOW you start to feel a love like you’ve
never known. He can cleanse the root
within you that gives you the desire to sin
and live for yourself because you’ve given
Him total access. He begins to pour in the
power to live a godly, pure life. You feel
enabled. He can equip you for your
mission and call. Everything begins to
change. You start to feel whole!
Undivided!

My friends, the blood of Jesus provided for
you to have this experience. This is what it
means to be sanctified or filled with the
Holy Spirit. It’s a work of God that
happens by faith when we fully surrender
ourselves to Him. It is an experience that
sets us free from that original sin bent
that is in us and brings us to a state of
entire devotion to God. We can’t do this
on our own. The filling of the Spirit makes
this possible.

God’s desire is to fill you with His Holy
Spirit, to sanctify you wholly, and give you
a new life that is truly UNDIVIDED. Are you
ready?! If you are taking this step for the
first time, please reach out to myself or a
friend. It’s a big step. I remember God
calling me to that place and I would never
want to live any other way. Let go! Heart,
Eyes, Hands…

Undivided!
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