
DEVOTIONALS

This week we will look at having an
undivided eye, one that is focused on God
first. It’s pretty common for believers to
think and talk about their heart, but less
frequent to consider the impact of their
eyes. Yet, it is their eyes that direct their
focus, which will ultimately determine
their devotion; therefore, it is important to
give some attention to the eyes! So, let’s do
it this week!

In Matt 5:27-30 Jesus said, 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall
not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his
heart. If your right eye causes you to
stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It
is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. And if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw
it away. It is better for you to lose one part
of your body than for your whole body to
go into hell.”

How do you feel about Jesus saying that a
person has committed sin in their heart
just by looking lustfully? Is a look that big
of a deal? Jesus goes on to say if anything
is causing you to succumb to temptation,
get rid of it at all costs…your eternal life
hinges on it. He seemed to have a keen
awareness of the power of the eye to pull
the devotion of the heart one direction or 

another. He taught us that what we look
at matters and is of utmost importance.
Let His Holy Spirit remind you of this truth
today.

I can’t help but think of the pornography
industry. Sadly, they are aware of this
truth too. They appeal to the lust of the
eye and pull many into deep, deep,
devastating darkness. Would you be
willing to pause today to pray for people
addicted to pornography? Pray for those
affected and trafficked by the industry.
Pray for pastors who struggle with this
(it’s a real problem - especially for male
pastors). 

Let’s be a powerful praying force against
the darkness today! 
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1 John 2:15-17 says, “Do not love the world
or anything in the world. If anyone loves
the world, love for the Father is not in
them. For everything in the world—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—comes not from the Father
but from the world. The world and its
desires pass away, but whoever does the
will of God lives forever.”

I believe we want our eyes to be focused
on God, but the truth is you and I are
bombarded with so much vying for our
attention 24/7. One thing that will help you
know where to focus is to put a filter on to
determine if that thing calling out to you is
of the Father or of the world. Let the things
of the world that bid for your attention and
focus be quickly discerned and dismissed
because they are bait. Don’t take the bait,
friends. It’s a slow and subtle drift away
from God’s plan for your life. Just like when
you are driving down the road and gazing
off to the side you will find your whole car
drifting that way…the things that are
grabbing and pulling at you will have you
drift toward them IF you give them your
focus. 

Let’s think about all the things that our
eyes are gazing at. Let’s run them through
the ‘God vs. World’ filter and be open to
the Holy Spirit’s leading. 

Here’s a little musical inspiration for the
week that powerfully reminds us how the
drift is slow, but the journey away from
God’s will is devastating. Let’s be wise
with our eyes!

https://youtu.be/QASREBVDsLk
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Yesterday, you began to put all the things
vying for your attention through a filter of
‘God vs. World’ to help you filter out the
‘stuff’ in your life that could pull you away
from God, hurt you and destroy His plan for
your life. Yet, even if you can get all the
‘junk’ removed (not an easy task), I know
that you are still left with many good
things that call for your attention, like
family, work, friends, personal
commitments.

Jesus said, “The eye is the lamp of the
body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole
body will be full of light. But if your eyes
are unhealthy, your whole body will be full
of darkness. If then the light within you is
darkness, how great is that darkness!” Matt
6:22-23.

In Sunday’s sermon you may have heard
that the literal translation of healthy is
‘single’. When your eyes have a single
focus, you walk in the most light BUT,
when your eyes have a focus that is
divided, the less light and more darkness.
Yikes! So, how do you have a single eye?
How do you sort through all the good stuff
you need to attend to? The answer is focus.
Focus on God FIRST. Not focus on God
ALONE - that is unrealistic. Focus on God
first amid all the many good things in your
life. God first. That’s a single eye. A focused
eye!

Let’s do a little test. Use yesterday for this
exercise and consider your focus: Who got
it? What got it? When did God get it? 

Think about some ideas or ways you make
(or could make) God your first focus? It’s
not realistic to think we could spend all
day just ‘me & Jesus’, so how can God be
first even when He might not get the
most quantity of focus in the day? 

Remember, focus will determine your
devotion. You can’t be devoted to two
things. Jesus said you will love one and
despise the other. Only one person or
thing will get first place, let’s make that
person Jesus. 
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The Biblical principal of ‘first’ is that first
determines all that follow. Yesterday, we
looked at getting our eye focused on God
first (the single eye). We discovered that it
doesn’t mean focused on God most in
quantity of time, but focused on God first,
therefore giving God first place in our
devotion. When we are devoted to God
first, everything else will fall into place. We
need to believe this!

Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with
your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your
crops; then your barns will be filled to
overflowing, and your vats will brim over
with new wine.”

Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring the whole tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the
Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour
out so much blessing that there will not be
room enough to store it.”

God taught the people of Israel to give Him
the first of the crop and the first of the
womb; He was to be first to them and he
would provide for them and bless them.
Jesus was teaching His disciples the same
thing in Matthew 6 starting at verse 19 (our
scripture passage the last two weeks). 

Pastor Jodi shared a quote from Robert
Morris, “You can tell me all day who's first
in your life, let me see your bank account
and I will tell you.” Jesus taught so much
on money because I think He knew it was
going to be easier for us to trust what we
can touch (money in the bank) than trust
that He will provide as promised. An
undivided heart trusts God alone. An
undivided eye is focused on God first. How
does your money speak? Does it say you
trust God? Does it say you are focused on
giving to God first? 

Today, let your money talk! Listen to the
words of scripture shared today where
God is saying… you can trust me. Give to
me first…I will care for you and bless you. 

What do you think about the quote, “You
can bring it, you can steal it, but you aren’t
giving it, it’s not yours (it’s God’s)”? It’s
referring to bringing God the tithe. So, is it
His or is it yours to give? What do you
think? 
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It’s been another great week of learning
together. We are learning more about
what Jesus taught about the power of our
eyes to pull us and steer our focus. I know
many of you are answering the call to
focus on God first, making Him first place,
giving Him the devotion and loyalty of your
life first, above all other things. Praise God. 

Let’s just close the week imagining…
imagine a world where God’s children put
Him first in every area of their life. The first
of their finances goes to Him, they live on
the rest. The first of their day goes to Him,
they spend the rest as they desire. The first
of their hands in service to Him, they go to
work with the rest. First teaching their
children about Him, then the rest of the
things they want to help them learn come
next. The first of their praise and gratitude
to Him. First God, then….Imagine it. This is
God’s dream you are dreaming!

I believe God is calling us today to learn we
can trust Him with an undivided heart, we
can focus on Him first, giving Him our
devotion. He WILL care for us, provide for
us, be with us and work through us in this
world. He created us to be undivided. He
will help us be whole. 

What, if anything, are you holding back?
Think about why. Listen to Holy Spirit.

Just spend some time with God today
evaluating these things, the many things
vying for your attention. What is good vs.
worldly, and what or who comes first? Ask
God for help to see clearly so that you are
able to surrender all. Ask for faith to put
Him first even when you don’t know what
comes next. 

WEEK TWO 


