
2 Corinthians 4:6a says, "For God, who said,
'Let light shine out of darkness,' made his
light shine in our hearts".

I read a story about a lightbulb who had an
incredible desire to shine. The lightbulb
did everything it could trying to improve
its chances to glow. It read books, it
attended seminars, it even quoted daily
affirmations…“I am a lightbulb. I am built to
shine. I will shine brightly.” But nothing! 
Nothing at all made the little bulb shine
until one day it was placed into a fixture.
Suddenly, light filled the room—it was
shining! 

What is the point to this little story? It
wasn’t about the effort or the desire to
shine, it was all about being plugged into
the source.

 God is the true source of light. In the
beginning He made light shine out of
darkness and now, through His children,
His light shines into the darkness of the
world. It is through time ‘plugged in’ with
Jesus in prayer, meditation, and devotion,
that you get powered up by the true
source so you can shine!

Fill (with light) and spill (shine that light in
the world)!

TALK LIKE IT

How does ‘plugging in’ help you to fill up
with the light of God’s love? What ways
work best for you? 

Father, you are the source of light and I
have a deep desire to shine for you. Help
me to prioritize my time with you so I can
‘plug in’ and you can fill me with your
light. Then send me out to places that are
dark and use me to share your light,
spread your love, and give hope that is
found in Christ alone. May people see the
light in me and give you all the glory.
Amen!

You’ve been reminded that God has made
His light shine in your heart, so ‘shine like
it’!
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You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses. Acts 1:8 He said to them, “Go
into all the world and proclaim the gospel
to the whole creation” Mark 16:15.

A Christian man once prayed: "Lord, if you
want me to witness to someone today,
please give me a sign to show me who it
is."

That very day he found himself on a nearly
empty bus when a big, burly man sat next
to him. The timid believer anxiously waited
for his stop so he could exit the bus.
However, before he could get off, the big
burly guy next to him burst into tears and
began to weep. This big but contrite man
then cried out with a loud voice, "I’m a lost
sinner and I need the Lord. Won’t
somebody tell me how to be saved?" He
turned to this Christian gentleman and
pleaded, "Can you show me how to find
the Lord?"

The believer immediately bowed his head
and prayed, "Lord, is this a sign?"

A humorous story, but it reflects the
challenge we face in our effort to witness
to others about Jesus. Why is this? We
know we have received the commission to
share the good news. We know God is
good, and have experience His
transforming touch, so why do you think it
is so hard to share that with others?

TALK LIKE IT

Perhaps at times it is because we have
built a preconceived idea about how to
witness. We believe that it requires great
depths of Biblical knowledge and
excellent oratory skills. What if it doesn’t?
What if the Holy Spirit has put something
in YOU that you are equipped to share in
YOUR own special way—today!

Paul said, I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save
some. 

This indicates that there is no one right
approach. No cookie-cutter way to
witness. Just be you, the way God made
you! Be willing! Be open! 

Jesus, you have completely changed my
life and I want to help others experience
your saving power as well. Help me see
opportunities to witness and trust that
your Holy Spirit has equipped me to share
just by being who I am and telling my
story. Give me boldness and courage
when opportunity comes. Thank you for
saving me and calling me to join you in
the mission to see others come to
salvation too!

You’ve been reminded of your mission to
share Christ, so ‘witness like it’.
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In his book, ‘What’s So Amazing About
Grace’, Phillip Yancey tells a story written
by Ernest Hemingway. This story is about a
Spanish father who decided to reconcile
with his son who had run away to Madrid.
The father, in a moment of remorse, takes
out this ad in El Libro , a newspaper. "Paco,
meet me at Hotel Montana, Noon,
Tuesday… All is forgiven… Papa." When the
father arrived at the square in hopes of
meeting his son, he found eight hundred
Pacos waiting to be reunited with their
father. 

He asked, was Paco such a popular name
or is a father's forgiveness the salve for
every soul?

A poignant story.  It makes me wonder
how many people might be out there just
desperately waiting to know they have
been forgiven… waiting to hear those
words ‘all is forgiven’, perhaps weighed
down by guilt and shame for mistakes or
failures in their past. It makes me think
about how amazing God’s grace is… no
matter what we have done, we come to
Him, and He completely wipes our sins
away. Forgiven. Erased. Yet, He calls us to
extend that same grace to others.

For if you forgive others their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you,
but if you do not forgive others their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses. Matthew 6:14-15

TALK LIKE IT

It is hard to wrap our mind around the
fact that God requires that we grant the
same forgiveness to others that He has
granted to us. Pause and reflect today… Is
there anyone out there that is hurting and
waiting to hear the words from you ‘all is
forgiven’? God can help you to offer
forgiveness to someone who hurt you
today if you are willing. It isn’t easy, but it
is required.

Father, I am so thankful that you have
forgiven my sin and even today, if I
confess my sins to you, I know you are
faithful to forgive me, and to cleanse me
afresh and anew. Help me today to
examine my heart and life, and if there are
any matters of forgiveness that I need to
attend to, give me the wisdom and
strength to deal with them today. Help
me to carry this unforgiveness not a single
day longer. Amen

You’ve been reminded that forgiving
others is required, so ‘forgive like it’. 
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Your conduct among the surrounding
peoples in your different countries should
always be good and right, so that although
they may in the usual way slander you as
evil-doers yet when disasters come, they
may glorify God when they see how well
you conduct yourselves. 1 Peter 2:12

I can’t imagine how hard it must be at
times, to be a missionary. I would assume
they face lots of mockery and slander for
the work they do for Christ, but as I reflect
on today’s verse, I can’t help but wonder—
what about during times of crisis? How do
the people feel when they see missionaries
stepping up and serving during times of
war? What about when they see them
finding shelter, finding transportation, and
meeting other needs? Do people still hold
them with such distain because they are
Christians or, observing their conduct, do
they witness the light and love of Jesus? 

Even here at home, let us commit to
behaving in such a way that when the
right time comes God will be glorified,
even if for a while people watch and scoff.
One day, every knee will bow, but until
then let us be found faithful!

TALK LIKE IT

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy on
each of us. Thank you for people who are
stepping up to be the hands and feet of
Jesus during times of disasters and crisis
in the world.  Grant our world protection
and peace. Amen!

You’ve been reminded that your conduct
matters, so ‘behave like it’!
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Mark 6:31 Jesus said, “Come with me by
yourselves to a quiet place and get some
rest.”

Here we see Jesus calling His disciples to
retreat for some rest. He knew they
couldn’t constantly be running, working,
serving, teaching, and healing—pouring
out, without filling up—retreating to rest,
renew and restore. Jesus taught it and He
modelled it. Before or after a hard day of
ministry we read of Him slipping away to
be with Father. Truth be told we know you
can’t pour from an empty cup, but we
don’t always retreat in order to fill up! Why
do you think that is? Why do we keep
trying so hard, pushing, giving, helping,
and helping some more, without pausing
to wait upon the Lord for strength and
rest? 

Bonhoeffer said, “We are so afraid of
silence that we chase ourselves from one
event to the next.”

Why are we so afraid of solitude? It helps
us to unmask, to place ourselves before
God and be truly known. We are His
beloved; it is our identity. We are not what
we do! Father longs to meet with us,
receive us into His presence, fill us,
strengthen us, and give us much needed
rest so that we can pour from a full cup! Fill
and spill!! So, this weekend, let’s make time
to retreat with Jesus! 

TALK LIKE IT

Father, I get caught up in the doing. I get
running and start spinning out of control
at times. Help me to draw away to a quiet
place to rest, to learn I’m enough, and I’m
loved by you. Fill me up so then I can go
out and pour your love out to all those
around me. Draw me close. I pray in Jesus’
name. Amen.

You have been called away to rest so
‘retreat like it’.

Amen.
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