
PRAY

Have you felt your prayers, at times, have
been lack-luster? Rote? Boring even?

The sermon, “Pray Like a King”, is based on
a prayer offered to God from a King—David!
His prayer was anything but lack-luster,
rote, or boring! This prayer, when prayed
with sincerity, can change the heart, mind,
and ways of man.

Would you dare pray such a risky prayer?!

Read David’s prayer from The Message
Bible translation:

Investigate my life, O God, find out
everything about me; Cross-examine and
test me, get a clear picture of what I’m
about; See for yourself whether I’ve done
anything wrong—then guide me on the
road to eternal life.

This prayer is courageous.

It epitomizes a teachable spirit, full of
openness and vulnerability.

It’s a display of wisdom, acceptance of
correction.

It’s submissive, showing willingness to
follow.

It’s intimate.

It is powerful.

This week our daily devotion will include
time for you to come into alignment with
King David so that you too might ‘pray
like a King’ and well… watch out…

Let’s Pray: God, give me a teachable spirit
and the desire to pray these risky words in
full sincerity! Lead me into the destiny you
prepared for me before I was even born.

PSALM 139: 23-24



SEARCH ME, GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART

David begins his prayer by offering God an
open invitation into his heart. He
demonstrates courage in this willingness
to allow God to do a deep dive into who he
REALLY is. Of course, we know that God
sees the heart, He knows all things, in fact
nothing at all is hidden from Him (See
Hebrews 4:13), but still…to ASK for such a
search is gutsy and transparent.

As you pray this today here are some
prompts for you to pause and ponder as
you pray. Take your time… listen to the Holy
Spirit speak!

Let’s pray:

God, search me, and know my heart.
Search my dreams, desires, and fantasies.
Search my words and conversations.
Search my attitudes and motivations.
Search my private life, hidden acts,
internet history…
Search my character, bank accounts,
finances.
Search me and know me God.

Ponder: How does it feel to think about
God’s searching your inmost being?

PRAY
PSALM 139: 23-24



TEST ME, AND KNOW MY ANXIOUS
THOUGHTS

David invited God to search and know his
inmost person then David grants access to
his thought life. Bold move! David offers
God space and time to reveal his deepest
and darkest fears, to show him truth about
the things that cause him to be anxious
and burdened.

What do you fear? What causes you the
most anxiety?

Maybe you are afraid of not having money
for rent, getting sick, being alone, being
judged, being rejected, things changing…
Take your time, listen to the Holy Spirit as
you pray.

Let’s pray:
Father, test me, and know my anxious
thoughts.

As you sit and ponder let God bring things
to you mind. Would you be willing to hold
whatever it is up before God and allow the
Holy Spirit speak truth into it? Ask Him to
show you what you are really afraid of. Is
there some part of that ‘thing’ you fear that
is really indicating lack of trust in your
Savior’s provision, power, strength, or love?
Let His love meet your fear head on and let
Him destroy it with truth!
1 John 4:18 says, “Perfect love casts out
fear”.

PRAY
PSALM 139: 23-24



SEE IF THERE IS ANY OFFENSIVE WAY IN
ME

David prayed that God search his inmost
person, know his deepest fears and
anxious thoughts, and then he becomes
about as vulnerable and authentic as one
could be in prayer. Essentially David asks
the Lord if he had ever done anything to
offend Him, to hurt God’s heart! How bold,
how risky are the prayers of a King!

It is actually quite painful to consider how
our ways might hurt others, let alone hurt
the heart of GOD!! I can’t imagine anyone
reading this would want to hurt their Lord.
The ways we talk, the words we use, the
posts we make on social media, the
actions we take at work, at home…none are
intentionally designed to hurt God, but
what if they do or what if they have hurt
another?

Let’s pray:

Lord, is there any offensive way in me?

Lord, have I offended a brother or sister?

Lord, have I said or done anything that
hurts you?

STOP. LISTEN. WAIT.

If God reveals you have sinned against Him
let these words lead you to confession…

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

If God reveals offense between you and a
brother or sister let the words of Jesus
guide you toward reconciliation…

Matt 5:23-24, “If you are offering your gift
at the altar and there remember that your
brother or sister has something against
you, leave your gift there in front of the
altar. First go and be reconciled to them;
then come and offer your gift.

PRAY
PSALM 139: 23-24



AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING

We’ve seen this week that David was ‘all in’
with his bold and risky prayer from Psalm
139. He surrendered his heart, his thoughts,
and his ways to the Lord. Wow! Was it all
just to have God knock him down a few
pegs with the realities of his humanity? No!
It was with the hope that in seeing the
truth, in the ‘revelation’ of this
examination, David would see the path to
‘transformation’. David expressed his
desire that God take him from the messy
truth revealed and then LEAD HIM into the
future God has for him…into his destiny…
into everlasting life! David wanted God’s
plans for his life be fulfilled no matter the
cost or pain to get there… no matter how
much self exposure necessary. He was
willing to pray whatever was required for
him to walk with God in the fullness of all
that could be.

The truth revealed in answer to his prayer
led David to be described as “A man after
God’s own heart”. David was a man who
proved to be VERY human (had lots of
flaws and make lots of mistakes), but who
deeply loved his God. He was bold in
prayer and man…I too want to “Pray Like A
King” (King David that is).

Final thought: Remember how Jesus
taught that his followers first need to
remove the log in their eye, before they
can help another remove the speck in
their eye? King David’s prayer is the kind
of prayer that will help us become people
without logs in our eyes! THIS is the kind
of prayer that will help us not only
become who Jesus died for us to be, but
to be a body of believers that are able to
see clearly in the world to help lead
others to Jesus too!

So… Will you ‘pray like a King’?

Search me…

Test me…

Know me…

Lead me…

PRAY
PSALM 139: 23-24


